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LECTURE EXAMINES EFFECTIVENESS OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
MISSOULA—
New research findings show that children today struggle with questions they could have 
answered 30 years ago.
“The intelligence of 11-year-olds has fallen by three years’ worth in the past two 
decades,” said Phillip Adey, professor emeritus of the King’s College London Department of 
Education and Professional Studies.
Adey will present “Intelligence: A Constraint or an Opportunity for Educators?” from 7 
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, March 22, in Urey Lecture Hall at The University of Montana. The lecture 
is free and open to the public.
He will discuss the results of the new research and will explore possible reasons for the 
continuous decline of general cognitive foundation.
Adey earned a doctorate in science education at London University in 1979. He was 
professor of cognition, science and education and director of the Centre for the Advancement of 
Thinking at King’s College London until 2004.
Adey’s primary research has been in two areas: the factors that influence the effectiveness 
of the continuing professional development of teachers and the nature of cognitive stimulation in
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primary and secondary schools.
The lecture is sponsored by UM’s Department of Chemistry.
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